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The Children Must Begin it
(Original)

Jason Crowe
(Age 13, U.S.A.)

The future. A world of endless dreams of what will come
to pass. But these dreams will never come to fruition if
peace doesn't become a reality. In a peaceful world,

there would be no rivalries, no violence, and war would
be something only heard about in textbooks. To achieve
this idyllic world, we must make peace succeed in every
aspect of our life. This process begins when we realize
peace is more than the absence of war. Peace is a way

of life, a culture in which all life is respected.

We are the youth of today and the leaders of tomorrow.

But we are more. We are the youth leaders of the

present and have much to offer in advancing a culture
of peace. We have idealism, energy, and creativity which many adults have lost. Given tools

and the opportunity, we can change the world while we are still young.

As a young leader, I can see subtle changes in thinking that everyone needs to adopt to bring
us closer to a culture of peace. For example, we need to update our 20th century idea of
putting aside cultural differences with an attitude of tolerance. In the new millennium, we
must realize true peace requires a spirit of appreciation, not an attitude of tolerance, and true
peace will come only when we stop putting aside our differences and learn to embrace them.
It is only when we appreciate and embrace our differences that we realize living united in

diversity is not a contradiction of terms but rather a state of peace.

Another idea that needs updating is the popular slogan "think global, act local." We live in a

world where technology gives us neighbors across the world in addition to neighbors across



the street. We live in an environment in which all life depends on other life. We can no longer
"think global, act local"; rather, we must think and act both "global" and "local"

simultaneously.

So what can young people do at the local, national, and international levels to further the
cause of peace? Locally, we can join and/or start peace clubs and multicultural service clubs
where kids learn about peace and then put that knowledge to practice in the community.
Nationally, we can express our desires to Congressmen and the President and join national
organizations such as Students Against Violence Everywhere. Internationally, we can use the
Internet to establish multi-cultural connections by creating peace web pages and participating
in online international discussions. We can join international youth organizations such as

Peaceways and Global Youth Action Network.

Personally, I am quite active in peace building. As a ten-year-old, I heard the story of a
Bosnian cellist, who witnessed the massacre of innocent people and knew he had to act. The
following day he went to the site and played his cello while snipers fired. To me, his musical
harmony represented social harmony, the only answer to war. I knew I had to keep this
message alive. I organized a cello concert for peace at a local university and later Harmony in

the Park as a memorial vigil on the 5th anniversary of the massacre.

By 11, I had founded a not-for-profit corporation, The Cello Cries On to unite and empower
youth across cultural lines to promote peace. I commissioned a peace statue to be sent to
Bosnia as a gift from children worldwide to say, "We don't want more war and genocide; we
want peace and harmony." Through my international newspaper, The Informer, the Internet,
M.L.T's International OnlineJunior Summit, and speeches I give in schools and at state,
national, and international conferences, I've united hundreds of youth to spread the message

of harmony and raise money for the statue.

At 12, I created Youth for Peace in the Year 2000 an international delegation of youth to meet
with Bosnian youth (at the time of the statue's unveiling) to work on peace building. This past
year, I founded Youth for Harmony in Action, a multicultural group of middle/high school age

youth.

We assess local needs and then go out "diverse but united" to meet those needs, showing the

community people can work together harmoniously.



I have no long-range goals such as serving as an ambassador, mediator, or my country's
president. But I know whatever my vocation, my avocation will always be peace building. In
the near future, I will continue raising money for The Children's International
Peace-and-Harmony Statue, and writing, publishing and speaking at conferences to motivate
more youth to take action. We are at a point in history where the future of the world and the
future of peace lie with the children in an unprecedented way. Gandhi said, "If we are to have
true peace in the world, it must begin with the children." I say, "If we are to have true peace

in the world, the children must begin it."
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Peace
(Original)

Maiya Shamurshanova

(Age 23, Kazakhstan)

Peace... When I speak of peace I see kind eyes of my mum. I
hear the laughter of children. I feel peaceful and restful. Peace
is a silent ticking of my clock in my apartment. Peace is
peaceful people, walking on streets. Peace is bright stars
above my head. Peace is our Earth without distress and
sufferings. As I write these words, it seems wild and unfair
that somewhere in Yugoslavia, a five year old hungry girl cries
and picks at the doll, while millions of other girls of her age are
living in peace. It is wrong. We all need air, sea, stars,
meadows and flowers. I need every smile, every dismissed

flower, every grain of beauty. I hate war.

People are born to be happy. It is a Great Truth. And what

about the Earth? It is a place of trial for Truth. How can we

achieve peace? I do not know exactly but first of all we must
inspire peace in our hearts and in our souls. We live in an important time. We live in the new
millennium, so we must change the face of our planet. We can swim as fish, we can fly as birds,
but we cannot live as people. We are self-murderers because we are dangerous for ourselves.
Every day we lose one kind of plant, every week we lose one kind of animal. Our indifference
is a dreadful disease. People must remember that, for hundreds of generations, millions of
people that lived before us believed in fair future, loved life, dreamed of a peaceful life, fought
for it and sometimes laid down their lives. But I believe that our generation is not just a

murderer. I believe in the power of kindness.



I know a very clever story. On a very dark night, two men were going home. One of them looks
down and sees only a dirty road. The other man looks up and sees only stars. How can we

achieve peace? Hope, believe and look forward.

We think that we are the best creatures because we can think and create. But we forget that
we have a heart which can feel and love. In the newspaper, there was an article about two
boys from the USA. They stood near the road and began to wave to moving cars. Some drivers
waved back to them too. That is all. A smile, a nod, a wish of good luck. Of course it is a trifle
thing, but all kinds of things in our lives begin with trifle things. The boys began to count the
number of people who answered them. Out of one thousand cars, the humber of cars which
answered them were 990. I think you will find such boys everywhere, on different roads, in
different countries. Even if you do not see them, they do exist. How can we achieve peace?

Begin the day with a smile!

I want to say a few words about my country. The population of Kazakhstan is about 16 million
and only 8 million of them are Kazakh. Another 8 million people are people of different
nationalities: Russian, Ukrainian, German and others. In my Peace Club also, there are
children of different nationalities. I think it is a good example of the peaceful country. I was
born on the 1st of May. In Kazakhstan, it is the Day of Unity of People of Different Nationalities
in Kazakhstan. I think this indicates my mission, because many wars of humanity are fought
between different nations. My Peace Club is the first of such clubs in Kazakhstan. In February,
the number of children in the club was 20, and in May there were 40. I have spoken about our
club to all teachers of my town, and have written an article in the newspaper. On May 9th, we
organized a concert dedicated to our veterans. On the 1st of June we organized a concert
called ‘Children against War’. How can we achieve peace? All people should do their favorite
business and place importance in culture, because culture of any nation holds the idea of

peace.

Kazakhstan is one of the first countries that have refused nuclear weapons. All countries must
do so. I dream of the Day of Peace, when all wars will cease, and many people will gather at

the sculpture of Peace to pray...

I walk up the hill and see an eagle in the blue sky. The eagle is a symbol of freedom and peace.
I dream that my children will never need to fight for their happiness and freedom. Because we

are all one, and everything is in our hands, both strength and kindness!
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For the World to be a Better Place
(Original)

Mio Onishi
(Age 11, Japan <Living in U.S.A.>)

If you think about the world today probably the best word that describes the world today is
probably not peaceful. Unfortunately I think the words that really do describe the world are
more disappointing words. Such as dangerous, revolting, fearful and enjoyable in some places.
In my opinion the world today isn't peaceful enough and I don't think that the world has ever
had absolute peace. Somewhere there were always places that had awful things such as war,
discrimination, and prejudice. And countries throughout the world had problems after
problems. Even though some of these problems weren't very big problems they can make a
difference in our world. Later on they may lead to bigger problems. I feel that the world in the
21st century should change into a new world in which there is always peace and harmony. A
world where every person on this earth is proud to say that we all live in peace. I also would
like to live in a world where nobody is ever treated unfairly for any reason and there are no

wars going on.

I think that the word peace has many different meanings. I think that peace means freedom,
everyone treated equal, helping others, kindness and the most important meaning is the goal
and dream of all citizens in this world. It is a goal because people try to reach a peaceful world
and yet it is a dream because it is a fond hope. When kindness is valued in our world I think
that, that is the point when we know that our world is peaceful. In a way peace can also mean

love, and I believe that it was god's plan for the world.

I think that it would take a lot of time and effort for the world to be absolutely peaceful. It is not
easy but there are little things we can do that will make this task easier. But even for a little
change to occur everyone must work together. One way the world can be a better place is if
people forget about past events. This doesn't mean to forget things like people of the past.

This means to don't think of the terrible things that have happened in the past. An example is

if the Chinese thought about the terrible things the Japanese did to their ancestors they would



feel mad at the Japanese and they may want to revenge. Little things like this may start
something like a war. Or if African-American people thought about how the whites had treated
their ancestors when they forced them into slavery it would make them feel upset and they
may want to do disturbing things to the whites and this may create problems. Another way I
can think of to make the world peaceful is if we all compromise and treat everyone the same
way. This means not to judge people by their races and to share. The world can always
compromise so that no one gets everything and no one gets anything. These two things may

solve lots of things such as prejudice, discrimination, and wars.

Even if I do these things that I mentioned it would still not make much difference in the world
because it is not everyone participating which proves that it is hard to make the world peaceful.
But what kids like me can do is convince our parents. My friend lives between two houses. On
the left side lives a Japanese family. And on the right side a Korean family. Both families have
children around the same age and they are both the same age as my friend. So all 3 of them
are friends. But the Korean girl's parent and the Japanese girl's parents are almost like
enemies. So they don't want their child playing with the other child. So they can't play with
each other. Things that are little as these may be some of the things that make our world less
peaceful. Maybe the 3 children can convince their parents so that they can play with each other

and perhaps their parents may become good friends.

A story like this told me how important it is for the world to be peaceful and I felt that when I
grow up I would want this world to be a peaceful place. I want to try to prove my point of how
everyone is equal and how important kindness is. Now peace will always be one of my
important hopes and goals of my life and I can't wait to live and see a world where there's
peace. I will always believe that there will always be a world of peace and I'll never lose my
belief.
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The First Global Generation Living a Culture of Peace
(Original)

Victor José Moscoso Portillo

(Age 25, Guatemala)

"T am a citizen, not of Athens, nor for Greece, but of the whole world."

— SOCRATES

The future of humankind and nature depends on ourselves!

My generation will build in the 21st century a peaceful global community of individuals
respecting their rights, enriching their lives and working together for society's well-being.
Although we inherit a memory of both shame and pride, we must review the lessons of history.
We'll need inspiration, courage and solidarity to remedy past mistakes, take wiser advantage

of our assets, and envision the future with faith and optimism.

Our ancestors, a hundred and fifty years ago, witnessed world wars that left us a shadow of
cruelty and death. The 20th century shows the darkest models of conflict that will prevail in

our memory: the nuclear bomb in Hiroshima, the Holocaust in Europe, the Apartheid in South
Africa, and the genocide in Guatemala. We owe our progeny a new moral will to avoid violence

and reject war, engage to dialogue and peace to make gentle the life of future generations.

We are a poor society living in a rich world. Although scientific and human progress, our
political system and market economy are not working according to our moral principles.
Poverty is not a result from the lack of resources, knowledge or creativity; but linked to
inequity, exclusion and relations among nations and individuals lacking solidarity and justice.
The challenge is distribute wealth more equitably and advance in the quality of life of all

members of society through an ethical commitment.

The responsible combination of science and ethical values can improve people's lives, taking

into account the natural limits and balance of the environment, respecting its rich biological

13



and genetic diversity. Technology offer us the possibility to create a global village to learn from
other cultures, religions, genders, generations. The promotion of peace, dialogue, tolerance,
solidarity, freedom, democracy, respect and mutual appreciation among cultures will create
the atmosphere to accomplish the basic human rights and balance among nations and within
nations. The effort's synergy from international community, governments, NGO and civil
society will welcome and celebrate the differences that make our planet such varied and richly

human experience, guiding us to the welfare and progress in a unique and remarkable way.

I belong to a small and poor country, but rich in culture and nature diversity . I had a family
member murdered, members of my community killed, and thousands fellow countrymen died
by genocide in a civil war; but we learned that violence is the wrong way to solve our conflicts,
although tolerance and dialogue let us achieve accords to peacefully work together to reduce
inequalities and recreate the confidence between us. I do volunteer as leader of the Youth
Movement for Peace and Democracy, research on younger generations' living conditions,
belong to an international network of social entrepreneurs (the Common Futures Forum) and
currently creating a Youth's foundation. I learned that strengthening the links of confidence,
care and love among our society requires a strong commitment to consolidate peace, extend
democracy and promote sustainable progress in the society, economy, culture and

environment.

Youth is a stage to learn and discover our vocation in life, integrate our own family and
contribute to our community. It is a wonderful time to develop our capacity to think, write,
criticize, speak, dream and create. But we need to avoid selfishness and isolation, be cautious
and wiser, overcome our doubts and look deep inside ourselves for the answers to our
fundamental questions. I have confidence in my generational colleagues. Our generation will
change paradigms, advance in the spiritual and moral revolution, and inspire others to join a

global alliance to achieve something greater: the peaceful human coexistence and progress.

EPILOGUE

My generation will be the first to have the knowledge, resources, liberty and will to reshape the
world. We must take the lead -with courage, wisdom and creativity- to create our common
future in the next millennium: caring for the planet and its biodiversity and sharing
opportunities to enjoy happy, healthy and peaceful lives among all genders, cultures and

generations.
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We will live most of our lives in the next century, so let's open our minds and horizons, share
ideas, interest and values, and build cooperative relations to enrich a new culture of peace.
Let's put our hearts and work to fight human poverty and exclusion, overcome our memory of

desolation, discern our ethical commitment and sow for the welfare of future generations.
It is the time for the full development of the capacities and quality of life of all citizens on Planet

Earth. The peaceful and prosperous society-our utopia dreamed with hope and love- is waiting

for us in the 21st century!
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