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A Citizen Of Earth
(Original)

Aaron Michel J. Hernandez
(Age 9, Philippines)
De La Salle Santiago Zobel School Muntinlupa City

This citizen of the earth is BUT nine years old. On the first day of classes my teacher
encouraged me to join this essay-writing contest. I checked the website and got curious, and
then I started to think hard what my role is as a “Citizen of Earth”. Tough one for a nine year
old, this question is. IF only I were a little older.

But maybe thinking of what to write in this essay is not so hard at all.

Maybe, one of my roles as a citizen of this earth is to watch the news and figure out what is

happening throughout the world.

I should not be racist and always respect other people’s culture.

Sometimes, the world spreads rumors about other countries that are not true. Since I am a
citizen of this earth, I should not believe and spread them because doing so is very

disrespectful.

Even as a child, I can always contribute in helping clean up the environment and segregating

waste because, little by little, the world becomes cleaner.

I should make sure that people in my land do not bully foreigners because of their different

language, skin color, etc.

I must always try to help foreign children understand our language and help them find

directions if they are lost.
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I should not make fun of other people because they look different.

I am a citizen of this earth. I will do my best to bring peace to the world. I will try to clean up

this world, our world.

This essay asks what does it mean to be a Citizen of Earth?

I am a citizen of this earth. But no, wait; there is no this or that earth. There is only one Earth.

So, I am a Citizen of Earth.

A Citizen of Earth is someone who puts the world first. A Citizen of Earth is someone who

thinks that all nationalities and all countries are equal.

To be a Citizen of Earth you should not think that your country is the only part of the world to

take care of. We should always keep track of what is happening in the world.

You may think that because people you find strange are different they are weird, but what they

actually are is unique. EVERYONE is unique in his or her own special way.

You must always believe that the world needs everyone to help cleanse the world of poverty,

pollution, and destruction.

I am just a child. But I will do my best to be a good Citizen Of Earth. I will, little by little, try to

cleanse the world from all that threaten to harm it.

I am Aaron Michel J. Hernandez. I am nine years old. No ifs and buts. I am a Citizen of Earth.
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Making the better tomorrow today itself
— Vision of a Millennium Baby
(Original)

Emy Thomas

(Age 14, India)

Dubai, which was a land possessing only dreary sands turned into a creator of the next
wonders of the world. But despite these wonders people toil, having no time to enjoy life,
working hard to achieve a dream lifestyle. This hard work in greater amounts or smaller is
present in this world’s nook and corner. Why are people toiling in an unknown land? I believe

they do it hoping for a better tomorrow.

Five families following five different ideologies and religions live together in the same building
without speaking a word to each other. The slightest of misunderstanding could cause the

biggest of fights.

Evaluating both the situations, I believe that my role as a citizen of Earth is two-fold - One, for
man’s physical self or body and the other, for man’s mental well-being or nourishment of the
soul. The first part of my role is fulfilling the vision of a better tomorrow, today itself, for
millions of people and the latter is promoting a feeling of oneness, thriving for unity in diversity
for the souls out there. The former and the latter are interconnected because both ensure
happiness for the body and the soul and this brings mass satisfaction not only to us, human

beings, but also to the ever silent forever listening Mother Nature.

Firstly, let me elaborate what I mean by “a better tomorrow today itself”. Why do people
migrate? Itis in search for a better opportunity, possibly because the places they hail from lack
what they dream of achieving or in extreme conditions (that may be in a thousand) they lack
basic amenities such as electricity, water and are in knee-deep problems due to disease and
back-breaking poverty unable to send their off-springs to school. A better tomorrow for the
people in the lowest rungs of the economy of the earth means eradication of poverty,

providing electrified houses with water supply, access to health care facilities and availability of
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education.

Let us move upwards in the economic rungs- the middle class hopes for an earth free of
unemployment and under-employment with lower living costs. The wealthiest and the most

powerful on the earth hope for a happy life and a healthy physique.

There is one more entity the earth has- Mother Nature. She hopes that the next generation of
both birds and beasts has a rich supply of natural resources. The better tomorrow
encompasses all four entities” aspirations and my role is to contribute as much as I can to

provide a better tomorrow, the dream for a century later in my life span itself.

Secondly, my role as a citizen of the earth is, to promote unity in diversity. I wish to make
people look beyond the narrow walls of religion, race, colour, language, caste and economic
disparity. Even identical twins are not alike but that doesn’t become a reason to hate each
other. We all are one despite being a European, an American, an Asian, an African or an
Australian. The time when this golden truth is grasped by millions who engage themselves in
hatred and meaningless wars, the time when we realize we can’t change anyone but ourselves,
the time when everyone sees the other’s qualities, that day earth will be a family-a really

happy family. My role is to make earth a model family.

The next big question is how is this huge mission possible? I whole-heartedly believe in two
concepts. “You can’t change anyone but yourself” and “If you have a noble aim, the whole
world will help in its realization”. The two concepts look conflicting but these two concepts only
mean making your life an example of your ideals so that the whole world will conspire in favour
of your example. Your mind will be prone to doubts such as the scalability of this vision. We,
the children and the youth, are the torch-bearers of this change-a change to realize the above
mission and aspirations of all divisions of the earth and our Mother Nature. I believe, we- the
millennium babies- will see this mission becoming a reality before the sun sets over this

century.
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My Role as a Citizen of Earth
(Original)

Dontsova Arina

(Age 14, Kazakhstan)

Have you ever asked this question: what is our role in this World? As a citizen of Earth.
Everybody has his own understanding of this role and everyone has his own answer to this
question. It depends on their religion, culture, environment, political views and education.
Thinking about it, I decided to compare my understanding of the problem with other people’s
points of view. So I interviewed several peers and their answers were quite expected. One
said that his role is his future profession. Another said that he was nobody and eventually we
all would die. Others answered they were just people and that was their role. A part of
respondents couldn’t reply because they have never thought about it. All opinions are right as
we all look at life differently. I suspect that not every adult person can say that they have
reflected on this topic. However, it's worth thinking about this question for we're all people and

we make a contribution to the life of the planet. All of us are important for Earth.

For me it’s difficult to understand the phrase « A citizen of Earth», especially now when people
conquered Earth. At our planet there is hardly a place where man has never set foot. People

conquered space and I think that it won't be long until people have control of time.

Many famous people said different things about it, but I think all remember Neil Armstrong’s
words, that he said on the surface of the Moon «That’s one small step for a man, a giant leap

for mankind».

Everyone sees Earth and their role in different ways. Thus, I asked people of different ages
who live in various parts of the world: my friends and strangers, pupils and students a simple
question: «What is your role as a citizen of Earth». Having done so, I noticed that all of the

respondents can be divided into three groups:
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1. People who haven’t decided on their life position yet. They haven’t understood what
way they should choose. They can’t answer the question. Usually people between 18
and 21 belong to this group. At this age a person gets burdened because of their
responsibility to make decisions.

2. People between 15 and 17 are more optimistic. Thinking about the issue, they see an
opportunity to change the World to the best, do something valuable and important to
help avoid global problems.

3. People of 22 years and older, finally, reach the understanding that all of us are
important for Earth and it doesn’t depend on their profession, age, social position, skin
color or religion. Having clear picture of themselves and their opportunities, they come
to a conclusion that the World can be changed if they are changed. Our goal is to try

and not lose a chance to live and enjoy what we have.

In my opinion, Earth is firstly - life and action. Everything around us is dynamic. Even our Earth
doesn’t stop, but continuously goes around its axis. If we try to define action then people’s
action is development. Unfortunately, it stopped a long time ago. You will notice that I
contradict myself here. May be. Consider the following: we discover new chemical elements,
we create robots and are able to buy land on the Moon. However, it is just a by-product of work
that makes us different from our ancestors. You are saying a citizen of the World. In Russian
the same word is used for World and peace. I can be a citizen of World, but I can’t be a citizen
of peace because it doesn't exist. Our planet is full of wars for power and money. At our Earth
children starve and die of ilinesses that are no longer incurable. People do good things because
it's popular. We waste milliards for the Space but haven’t found out what is right under our
very nose. Earth shouldn’t have borders but our planet is full of them. No one can claim to be
a citizen of Earth until we have passports and visas. There is no World. People continue to kill
each other. They don't do it with the help of cold arms but with “hot” mortgages and credits.
We think only about ourselves and don’t notice that natural resources are almost over. And
probably the only thing that we can do is to give a chance to the following generations to cope
with the issues. If everyone makes a small step towards peace and World without borders

and wars - that'll be a giant leap that Neil Armstrong was talking about.

I have been writing this essay for many weeks. I keep finding new answers. Asking other
people this question, I found new truths revealed to me. Approaching different people with this
topic I have changed. I discovered a new self. I desire to help, to do something for the planet,

for people and for myself. I managed to stop and look around myself to see life that has been
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taken for granted. I'm awake now.
There are little steps that you can make such as helping the elderly or not picking up another

flower in the nature. But what is really important is to want to make the small steps towards

the future, a glorious future.
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Earth, The Link to All
(Original)

Tae Keun Kim
(Age 17, Korea <Living in USA>)
St. Paul School, Concord, NH

I believe all youths on Earth should analyze and question “legacy”, so-called truths and
practices passed down to later generations as given. For the young generation to create a
better future, we have to free ourselves from certain prejudices and norms that have been
imposed upon us by our predecessors. As an Asian youth, I inherited such undue burdens.
Due to past conflicts in the Far East, relationships between the Chinese, Japanese, and
Korean people are still strained from issues like territorial disputes and Japanese war crimes

during World War 1I1I.

As a Korean, I grew up surrounded by anti-Japanese sentiment. I was deeply familiar with
unhappy stories of the Japanese occupation as told by my grandparents, such as losing their
Korean names and being forbidden to speak Korean during their youth. Korea lost a
countless number of her historical treasures to Japan and has been unable to recover them
to this day. I couldn’t help but feel a sense of anger toward Japan for the oppression and

humiliation it had inflicted on my country and its people.

But one experience completely changed my perspective. I first visited Japan four years ago
as a member of an international student volunteer group to clean up washed-up waste on
the shores of Shimane. But what shocked me was not just the sheer volume of waste, but its
origin. It turned out that most of it had originated from Korea. As a Korean, I had never been
told that we were the instigators of any pain to the Japanese. But there I was, standing on
the Japanese coast with the undeniable evidence at my feet—mounds of litter that my

people had thrown away without knowing or caring where it would end up. This time,

Koreans were the invaders, not the Japanese. I felt utterly ashamed, and I knew I had to do

something.
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The next year, I found myself at the shores of Shimane again, but this time as the leader of
the clean-up group. It was then that the reality became clear to me. None of us are free from
the web of connections that crosses all international borders. We all share our home called
Earth. If we look at any international relationship from a long-term perspective from various
angles such as cultural, social, economic, political, and environmental ones, all of us have

been both aggressors and victims in some way at some point in time. Although we cannot
change our past actions, we can control how we respond to such situations. Many would like
to downplay what they did wrong while decrying the injustice others have caused them. But
without aggressors acknowledging their mistakes, trying to make amends to the affected

parties, and taking steps to ensure that they do not commit the same offenses again, the

numerous problems we face today will be perpetuated.

In order to stop such a vicious cycle of destruction and conflicts among us, we all have to learn
how to become responsible for our actions. The best way of acquiring such a sense of
responsibility is understanding others by engaging them through first-hand encounters and
dialogues and speaking openly about both the difficulties we have caused them and our own
grievances at their misdeeds. By doing so, we can redefine ourselves not just as citizens of our
respective homelands but as citizens of Earth, and can refrain from selfish actions that can

victimize our neighbors.

We owe much to our ancestors. They have provided us with valuable lessons. But we, the next
generation, should not blindly follow their path but instead redirect our inherited wisdom and
knowledge to build a better world with our own hands. I feel fortunate to have been given
many chances to experience and understand others, and I hope other young people can also
have the same opportunities through the efforts of governments, NGOs and the United
Nations. The shame and guilt I felt toward the Japanese on the Shimane seashore still haunts
me today, but it also inspires me to work harder to spread compassionate responsibility, the

first step forward for young minds to envision a sustainable future for all humanity.
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The Power of Love
(Original)

Emily Narbey
(Age 18, New Zealand)

“When the power of love overcomes the love of power, the world will know peace.” Jimi
Hendrix has defined the attitude of a Global Citizen. Our motivation isn't to be in a position of
power where we can control and manipulate as we please; we are passionate about
demonstrating compassion, equality, respect and love to all of Earth’s inhabitants, whether we
know them or not. If anything we use the privilege of our position of power to educate,
empower and encourage others to help those who are in no way privileged. What is the sense

of being the only Global Citizen you know?

I was appointed to the position of Head Girl at my school in Nelson, New Zealand and I vowed
to myself to make the most of such a respected role within my school and community. I
established two goals I wanted to develop within my student body. The first being to foster a
school full of happy students with enough self-confidence and self-esteem to be who they are
or want to be. My other goal was to inspire and cultivate a school full of Global Citizens. I
believe these two goals support one another; the joy you feel when you know you’ve made a
difference in someone else’s life is priceless. As a role model I have demonstrated what it
means to be a Global Citizen. I organised the World Vision 40Hr Famine for my school and
presented to them the harsh truth of the life of children in Malawi and emphasised how lucky
we are to live in New Zealand. I also took action by going blind for 40 hours to demonstrate the
difficulties of being ‘blind’ about issues of such importance. Most recently I took up the fight to
help bring back our girls. I co-led our school in a justice march, taking tangible action, to speak
out on behalf of the Nigerian girls, our Global Sisters, who have been stripped of their voice. I
have learnt about the countless injustices present within our world and I believe I have taught
my peers about the contribution we can have in ending these and the responsibility we have to

do so.
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I am determined to have a career in which global issues and the strengthening of social justice
are at the forefront of what I do. I cannot fathom a more important thing to fight for. I believe
becoming the Prime Minister of New Zealand or working for the United Nations is the best way
for me to fulfil my role as a citizen of Earth. However, it is equally important to recognise the
change that every person can contribute, on any scale. Establishing a world where people

consider how their actions affect others, as well as themselves, would see a globe brimming

full of inter-connected, aware, considerate and compassionate beings.

The concept of Global Patriotism is something I would love to see blossom; a genuine love and
concern for the world and all its inhabitants. For it is love that drives me to: purchase Fair
Trade products whenever possible, participate in Live Below the Line, speak out and volunteer

my time and effort.

My role as a Citizen of Earth is to promote the characteristics, attitudes and values of a Global
Citizen to my community and by doing so encouraging more people to adopt this passion for
social justice. I am a facilitator for future change. The extraordinary power of love must be

acknowledged and utilised. Mother Theresa explained the invaluableness of compassion when

she said: “We can do no great things, only small things with great love.”

30



2014 FEEBFRI-AEXD>FT A S
(B&DE] A&

Yo cambio al mundo

(Original)

Ana Elizabeth Espinosa Momox

(Age 19, México)

Mis papas nunca me dijeron que podia cambiar al mundo. A veces creo que no lo hicieron por
los momentos tan decepcionantes que vivimos en la etapa de mi nifiez. Otras veces creo que
conforme pasan los afios, te vas convirtiendo en una mala versién de la persona que alguna

vez sofaste ser.

Siempre me pregunté si a mi me pasaria lo mismo que veia en mis padres. Si era mi destino
llegar a ese punto en el que no esperas que cualquier cosa que hagas afecte de forma positiva
a alguien. Luchaba con la idea de que mi estancia en la tierra seria tan insignificante, después

de todo sélo soy una chica comun y corriente.

Durante poco menos de seis meses asisti a una clase llamada Formacién Humana y Social.
Me enojaba un poco el hecho de que la facultad pusiera esta materia dentro del mapa
curricular, porque consideraba que no tenia ninguna relacién con lo que yo estoy estudiando.
Deben imaginarse lo extrafio que suena este tipo de materias para estudiantes de Fisica o

Matematicas.

Pero después de un tiempo, me di cuenta que asistir a esta clase estaba cambiando mi forma
de ver la vida. Cada vez que llegaba al saldn, el maestro ya estaba ahi listo para empezar su

clase, como si se tratara de la mas importante del mundo.

Cada vez que nos hablaba de cualquier cosa, me hacia sentir que de pronto, yo pertenecia a
algo. Algo mucho mas grande de lo que yo podia imaginar. Siempre cuestionandonos qué
estabamos haciendo por nuestra sociedad. Qué estabamos haciendo por los demas.
Animandonos a ir mas alla. Para mi era raro, él disfrutaba tanto de su trabajo y era

inmensamente feliz con lo que hacia. Por qué se empefiaba en hacer las cosas rompiendo
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paradigmas, por qué seguia ilusiondndonos con impactar al mundo. El no recibiria nada a

cambio. Nada de lo que pudiéramos hacer le iba a beneficiar.

Poco después pude entenderlo.

Durante la prepa, me inicié como astrénomo aficionado. Cuando llegué a la universidad, una
de las primeras cosas que hice fue buscar un club de astronomia. Este mismo maestro
formaba parte de un proyecto en alianza con el taller de éptica de la facultad. Su objetivo:
hacer telescopios para las escuelas. Me uni a ellos hace mas de medio afio y hace un par de

meses hicimos un viaje a Oaxaca.

Durante este viaje aprendi muchas cosas. Siempre que “los adultos” hablaban sobre cualquier
cosa, yo simplemente los escuchaba y miraba atentamente. Estaba maravillada con cada cosa

que decian, maravillada de estar ahi con ellos y hacer algo que transformaba al mundo.

Transformar al mundo, eso era lo que haciamos en Oaxaca. Cuando me di cuenta de todo el
trabajo implicado en un viaje como estos: la gran cantidad de horas por las carreteras, la

preparacion del material y de los talleres, esforzarse mucho, dormir poco. Ahi, cuando vi a un
grupo de nifios apuntando un telescopio, con la misma ilusién que yo tuve cuando apunté a mi
primer estrella. Ahi, bajo el manto de aquella noche, me di cuenta que todo vale la pena. Me

di cuenta qué es cambiar al mundo.

Nuestro rol como ciudadanos del mundo no es buscar la gloria y la fortuna con lo que hacemos.
No es levantarse todos los dias conformandonos a vivir algo que no queremos, pero que
pensamos que no podemos cambiar. Nuestro rol como ciudadanos del mundo es marcar la
diferencia. Es ser el maestro que influye a sus alumnos a tener una vida de valor. Es ser parte
del grupo de técnicos, profesores, doctores y estudiantes, que viajan horas por el pais con la
Unica finalidad de cambiar la forma de ver el Universo de un grupo de estudiantes, por medio
de un telescopio. Es ser esa chica comun y corriente que entendid que su estancia en la Tierra

tiene un significado. La de todos lo tiene.
Mis papas nunca me dijeron que podia cambiar al mundo. No lo hicieron, pero no importa.

Ellos sin saberlo, han estado cambiando al mundo toda su vida. Yo, ahora sé que puedo

hacerlo.
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I change the world

(English translation)

My parents never told me that I could change the world. Sometimes I think that it was because
of the disappointing times we lived in my childhood. Other times I think that as the years pass,

you turn into a bad version of the person you dreamed of being.

I always wondered if I would become what I saw in my parents. If it was my destiny to get to
that point where you do not expect anything you do to impact anyone else in a positive way.
I struggled with the idea that my time on Earth would be so insignificant; after all, I am just an

ordinary girl.

For almost six months, I attended a class called Human and Social Formation. I was a bit angry
at the faculty for including this class in the program, because I thought that it was not related
to my field of study. You probably imagine how strange this kind of subjects are for students

of physics or mathematics.

But after a while, I realized that this class was changing my view of life. Every time I walked
into the classroom, the teacher was already there, ready to start, as if it were the most

important class in the world.

Every time he talked to us, I felt that suddenly I belonged. He made me feel that I was part of
something much greater than I could imagine. He always asked what we were doing for our
society, and for others; he encouraged us to go further. It was weird for me to see that he

enjoyed his job so much and he was extremely happy with what he did. I wondered why he
insisted on doing these things and breaking paradigms, why he kept encouraging us to change

the world. He would get nothing in return; nothing we could do would benefit him.

I understood it soon.

When I was in high school, I became an amateur astronomer. When I went to college, one of
the first things I did was looking for an astronomy club. This same teacher was part of a project
in partnership with the optics lab of the faculty. Their goal: to make telescopes for schools. I

joined them over half a year ago, and we recently took a trip to Oaxaca.
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During this trip I learned many things. Whenever the "adults" talked about anything, I just
listened and watched them intently. I was amazed at everything they said, thrilled to be there

with them and do something that changed the world.

Changing the world, that’s what we were doing in Oaxaca. When I started thinking of all the
work involved in a trip like this, the long hours on the road, the preparation of material and
labs, the effort, the few hours of sleep... then I saw a group of kids looking through a telescope
with the same excitement I felt when I pointed at my first star. There, under cover of the night,

I realized that it is all worth it. I understood what it is to change the world.

Our role as citizens of the world is not to seek glory and fortune with what we do; it is not to
get up every day and settle for something we don’t want, but we think we cannot change. Our
role as citizens of the world is to make a difference; to be the teacher that influences their
students to have a life of value; to be part of a group of technicians, teachers, doctors and
students who travel the country with the sole purpose of changing the way that a group of
students see the universe through a telescope. My role is to be the ordinary girl who

understood that her time on Earth has a meaning, like everyone else’s time does.

My parents never told me that I could change the world, but it doesn’t matter. They have been

changing the world all their lives without knowing. I know now that I can do it too.
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Peace Through Humility
(Original)

Umar Al Farug
(Age 20, Indonesia)
Bandung Institute of Technology

"O mankind! Allah created you from a single (pair) of a male and a female, and made you into
nations and tribes, that you may know each other (not that you despise each other). Verily the
most honored of you in the sight of Allah is (he who is) the most righteous of you. And Allah

has full knowledge and is well acquainted (with all things)." (Al-Hujuraat: 13)

The verse above is from The Qur‘an; the holy scripture of Islam, and the ultimate Guidance for
Muslims. In this verse God tells us that He created mankind and then made us into nations, so
not that we hate each other, but to know and respect each other. A simple yet very harmful
aspect of human nature is what drives our hatred towards one another, and that is arrogance.
Arrogance is fought with humility, and through humility can we get closer to peace than we

have ever been.

Humility is not a characteristic taught exclusively in religion, it is a universal virtue: a virtue
that wise men and great leaders share and exercise willingly. While humility is often associated
with lowering oneself in relation to a deity, it can be easily practiced in everyday life. In a
post-modern age, the world has almost entirely left the world of religion to embrace a more
‘rational’” and ‘logical’ way of doing things, leaving its values as well. It is as though religious

beliefs cannot give birth to universal values that everyone can apply.

When a nation boasts to another of what it can do in relation to what the latter cannot, hatred
is born. When two tribes cannot see past ancestral differences, and choose to think themselves
better than the other, hatred grows. When a person refuses to retreat from a pointless

argument, even though he is right, hatred flourish. From international diplomacy to individual
affairs, humility triumphs where hatred cannot. To feed our ego and grow our arrogance is to

choose a rocky path without peace in sight.
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Where I come from, religious bigots assault those they feel are in the wrong path. Muslim
extremists —with their unjustified prejudices— attack Christians, burn churches, tear down
Jewish homes; all ‘in the name of God.’ This all originates back to the belief that they are better
than their victims, that since they are a believer, non-believers do not have the same basic
rights as they do. Arrogance fuels their ignorance, which in turn drives their hatred. They
cannot see that their ego has blinded them of the very religion they believe to defend, of the

beliefs that it teaches.

This is not what my God had commanded me to do, not what my Prophet (pbuh) had taught
me. To be humble is to know one’s limitations, to find out others’ merits rather than their faults,

and to forgive others that have wronged you.

As the Prophet (pbuh) once said: we should “---speak a good word or remain silent---” This is
an excellent and simple example of what it means to be humble. Being careful of our words
protect not only ourselves from hurting others but also others from being hurt by our words.

What a spectacle it would be if everyone would speak only good words.

While we cannot entirely eliminate it, the world can do better with its arrogance in chains, and
to greet humility with a warm welcome. But bringing peace is not a quick process, as all good
things are. We all have to start with ourselves, to look in into our hearts and find our humble
selves. Change starts from the individual, as Rumi have said: “yesterday I was clever, so I

wanted to change the world. Today I am wise, so I am changing myself.”
Through arrogance we breed ignorance, and from that; hatred. Being humble means that we

kill our ego so that we do not give room for ignorance, and let ourselves indulge in the thirst for

knowledge of other people. To me, that is my role as a citizen of this Earth.
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